


Trends and changes
• In almost all of the 21 categories, fees

are higher than last year by an average
of three to five percent.

a In the few remaining categories where
fees did not go up (commercial and res-
idential real estate), they were slightly
lower than last year.

• Hourly rates are, on average, slightly
higher than in 2004. (See box below:
"How does your hourly rate compare?')

+ Services where fees and rates remained
at about the same level as last year were
those in fields where there is new or
increasing competition frog other serv-
ice providers, including paralegals,
title insurers, banks and accountants.

Caveats
This type of survey does have some lim-
itations, We did not ask how much time
is spent on particular matters, or the

experience level of the respondents.
Some lawyers pointed out that not all of
their clients are charged on a straight fee-
for-service basis (some family lawyers
and real estate practitioners noted they
charge an hourly rate). In several cate-
gories, practitioners stated that they
charged either their hourly rate, a local
tariff (criminal), a flat percentage of the
purchase price (real estate), or a contin-
gency fee (civil actions, personal injury).

As well, fees charged in areas outside
major centres are generally much lower.
"We are a small firm that assists blue-col-
lar folks mostly, " says a small firm practi-
tioner from Ontario, "so we keep our
fees low."

How we did our survey
Practitioners in every province were
asked for the total fees, excluding tax
and disbursements, charged for each of
21 common legal matters. Lawyers were
asked to offer an average fee, or a mini-
mum and maximum range, but many
offered all three. The "average range"
was calculated using the mean average of
the highs and lows; We indicate the high
and low rate recorded for each matter.

Hourly rates for 200
We also asked for the houfly rate charged ter thrdc Separate years of call-a2005, 2 000 (five ;

fears rIOt) and 11)95 (11) years out) Hors'ar the aJcrarlc, answCls for selected areas add
provlrires 101()the count(,

To Scan or Not To Scan?

DOCUdavit Solutions offers a
quid[ and cost effective service
that scans, codes and indexes
your documents into a searchable
database that can he accessible in
seconds, from any computer.

Scanned images can be imported
into your existing software or we
can provide our own easy-to-use
DOCUdavit Solutions viewer at no
additional charge which allows you
to view, annotate, search, man-
age, print and e-mail documents.

We provide services for:

-a Litigation support using our
own OOClJdavit Software

=> Scan-to-tile For use with your
existing software or Adobe
Acrobat®

=> Document archival/storage
Get rid oft all those annoying
bankers boxes

Contact us today for more details

or to obtain a quotation on your
scanning requirements.

An easy-to-usesolution that Fels you stay ahead of the competition and ad-1W botrom line wings

IDOCUdavit Toil FP= 1-800-653-0925
Solutions wwvvdocudavit.com

DOhd s1hwpaned hy5tORCHmieSofavrelot, qIed^haInnpaatngCanala., finis trig ieldle4 Nsafanepads srxe1988.

Voice: (416) 718.3461x420 !;E=1no11. sales@dorudav t torn• Fax; (4161498 .00-5R

WE WERE THERE...

...when the Federal Court first awarded "profits"

to a successful patent owner after trial - giving

patent owners a powerful equitable remedy

against patent infringers.

Today, Dimock Stratton LLP advises clients

on remedies in patent law and all other

intellectual property matters.

CUTTING EDGE LAWYERS FOR YOUR

CUTTING EDGE. TECHNOLOGY

7M'

DIMOCK STRATTON LLP

Intellectual Property haw

20 Queen Street West, Suite 3202, Box 102,
Toronto, Ontario Canada M51-1 3R3

Tel: 416.971.7202 • Fax: 416.971.6633
e-mail: firrnedimock-com • www.dimock.com
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Civil Action Appeal Ooly
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I Personal injury Economics R. Cost of Care Claims

I Residual Disability impacts I Sexual Abuse Claims

Wrongful Death Actions

	

I Wrongful Dismissal

Immigrants' Earnings

	

U Loss To An Estate

ONTARIO
Tel: (905) 542-9546

BRITISH

n Fax: (905)

COLUMBIA

542-9630

Tel (604) 681-6990 • Fax: (604) 681-8393

Toll Free: 1-800-714-8709
Email: economist@aec-econ.cam
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