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Q. 2013 Wood Pole Line Management (WPLM), Appendix B. At page B8, Hydro states 1 

that its review of utilities’ best practices indicates that most other utilities have a 2 

regular inspection program and preventative treatment program.  3 

 4 

(a) Provide a copy of the recent CEATI survey referred to as support for the 5 

foregoing statement. 6 

 7 

(b) Apart from the information in the CEATI survey, does Hydro have any other 8 

information about the extent and scope of the “regular inspection program” 9 

and “preventative treatment programs” implemented by other utilities, as 10 

compared to Hydro’s WPLM program? If yes, provide that other information 11 

and any published sources for that information. 12 

 13 

(c) What is meant by the qualification “when one considers the variability in 14 

climatic conditions” when Hydro states that its’ “replacement rate and the 15 

expected mean life is also in line with other utility data”? How does Hydro 16 

accurately quantify the “variability in climatic conditions” to allow objective 17 

comparisons with other utility data? 18 

 19 

 20 

A. (a) This CEATI survey is contained in a document that is subject to copyright.  21 

Permission has been sought to release the survey information and the authors 22 

have provided the following information from the survey. 23 

 24 

The CEATI Wind and Ice Storm Mitigation Interest Group (WISMIG) carried out 25 

a survey in 2011 with particular reference to utilities’ practices on: 26 
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• Inspection process;  1 

• Remedial Treatments; 2 

• Effectiveness of the remedial treatment-Utilities perception; and  3 

• Maintenance practices.  4 

 5 

Similar to the survey conducted by Mankowski, Hansen and Morrell from the 6 

Oregon state university in 1999, a questionnaire was also prepared and 7 

circulated to the WISMIG participating members to seek information on: 8 

• Type and ownership of the utility;  9 

• Characteristic of the wood poles in the system (numbers, species, 10 

initial preservative treatments);  11 

• Inspection methods and the tools used;  12 

• Maintenance practices;  13 

• Levels of ant damages and woodpeckers; and  14 

• The effectiveness of the remedial treatment program.  15 

 16 

A total of seven utilities comprising four from Canada and three from the 17 

United States responded to this questionnaire.  The utilities from USA 18 

represented Zones 2 to 4 (refer to Figure 7-1).  Results from the CEATI survey 19 

indicated that most utilities have regular inspection and treatment programs 20 

and are satisfied with the remedial treatments that the utilities use to arrest 21 

decay in wood poles.  Some of these utilities use nondestructive evaluation 22 

methods and almost all utilities surveyed showed interest in better prediction 23 

methods for end of life for pole plant assets. 24 
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 (b) Please see the attached report entitled “Wood Pole Purchasing, Inspection, 1 

and Maintenance: A Survey of Utility Practices” referenced in Appendix B. 2 

 3 

 (c) Variability in climatic conditions means that Newfoundland climate is 4 

significantly different than the climatic conditions in the Southern US. The 5 

decay rate in a wood pole increases significantly as the climatic conditions 6 

become hot and humid. Comparison of the pole replacement rate under two 7 

different climatic conditions needs to be interpreted in a qualitative manner 8 

with respect to variability in climate conditions.  There are no means available 9 

to quantifiably compare the way that specific climatic conditions impact the 10 

rate of decay in wood poles.  11 
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