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TheGreatHumberJointCouncil is comprisedofMayors,Deputy-Mayors,

and Councilorsrepresentingsome21 communities. Our region takesin

the communitiesofboththeNorthandSouthShoreoftheBay ofIslands,

the HumberValley, and White Bay Region. We havealso recentlyhad

the Communitiesof Glenburnie,Birchy Head,ShoalBrook comeon side

as they see the importanceof being united whenit comesto regional

issues.

ThemandateoftheGreatHumberJointCouncil is to promoteandprotect

this regionand to providesafeandsustainablecommunitiesfor thepeople

werepresent.

Any increase in expenses,are hard felt by the Cities, Towns and

Communitiesof this province. Dueto anout migrationby manyof our

young peopleand individuals having to go away for employmentmany

Townsare facedwith decreasingtax bases.Unfortunatelythis smallertax

basedoesnot meanless expensesto thetownsbudget. Thetrashstill has

to be picked up; roadsrequire repairs and snow clearing. And for the

importanceof this hearingthe Streetlights still have to be lit, Water &

Sewerfacilities haveto run,andourTownHallsandFireDepartment,and

Recreationbuildingshave to have the powerrunning. The proposed

increaseof 13.5% to the hydro will be detrimentalto the up coming

budgetsofall municipalitiesandevenmoresotoo oursmallermoreRural

communities
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Wehaveall heardof Communitieshavingto turn ofstreetlights,basically. 4

trying to makedo with theresourcestheyhave.

Manysmallercommunitiesarestill dependenton therevenuegenerated

from thefishery. A 13.5%increasein thecommercialratefor hydromay

well be thefinal actthat determinesthefutureofafish processingplantin

Someofourcommunities.

Besidesthe directaffect ofthis large increaseon the Municipal level, we

alsohaveto considertheeffect on theeconomyoftheregion. Hereon the

WestCoastthe majorcorporateemployersCornerBrook Pulp andPaper

andAbitibi Consolidatedwill behit extremelyhardby theseincreases.

Increasesof 28.5% in a corporatesetting will usually come down cut

backsof someform or another. With CornerBrook Pulp andPaperand

Abitibi Consolidatedbeingsucha largeplayersin the economicstability

of this region any cut backs will causea ripple effect that will travel

throughthis entire region. Loggingroad construction,wood harvesters,

trucking, then down the line to non-paperrelatedoccupations. Corner

Brook Pulp andPaperemploysapproximately1100 in this region. We

cannot afford to havejob lossesof any sort. Theseincreaseswill cause

job lossesfor this region.

In closing we ask that the Board of Commissionersto reject this

NewfoundlandandLabradorHydro 2003 GeneralRateApplication.
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GreatHumberJoint CouncilExecutive

Chair- Terrance.W. Locke - DeputyMayor,TownofMasseyDrive, NL

Vice Chair— LeonaGillette — Mayor, Townof SteadyBrook, NL

Treasurer— MalcomTurner— Councilor,TownofPasadena,NL

Secretary— Mary Diamond— Councilor,TownofSteadyBrook, NL

PastChair— PriscillaBoutcher— Mayor,City ofCornerBrook, NL

Director— Tony Blanchard— Mayor,ofIrishtownSunimerside,NL

Director— Alton Whalen— Councilor,City ofCornei~Brook,NL
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