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My nameis LeroyMetcalfeandI amheretodayon behalfof theLabradorInuit
AssociationorLIA. LIA representsapproximately5300LabradorInuit who live mainly
in thecommunitiesof Nain, Hopedale,Makkovik, Postville, Rigolet andtheUpperLake
Melville area,which includesHappyValley-GooseBay andNorthWestRiver.

TheLIA hassentmeheretodaywith avery simplemessage,but avery importantone.

Thatmessageis “Enough is Enough— No More Rate Hikes for Newfoundland and

Labrador Hydro”.
Thereasonsfor ouroppositionto thegeneralrateapplicationaresimple. Our people
cannotaffordto put moremoneyinto Hydro’scoffers. Themajorityof LIA’s members
live on thenorth coastofLabradorwhereelectricityratesandthecostsofliving in
generalarethehighestin theprovince.

Ratesaresohighpeoplecannotafford to heattheirhomeswith electricity. In fact,most
ofourpeople,especiallythoseresidingin Nain andHopedalerely on burningoil to heat
theirhomes. We alsopay thehighestratesfor homeheatingfuel. Typicalheatingbills
for thoseburningoil rangefrom 500to 600dollars permonth. This, coupledwith high
costsof foodleaveourmostdisadvantagedstrugglingeachmonthto providebasic
necessities— comfortswhich mostof you takefor granted.Elders,widows,single
mothersandotherson fixed incomesareplaguedwith makingdecisionsnobodyshould
haveto make. Decisionslike “do I paymy Hydro bill ordo I buy foodformy children?”
Decisionslike “do I paymy Hydro bill, ordo I put extraoil in my tank?”

On thenorthcoastofLabradorwearefacedwith the longest,coldestwinters. Yet, many
Inuit live in old, non-energyefficienthouses.With Inuit havingan averageincomeof
lessthan10,000dollarsperyear,therateincreaserequestedby hydroplacesanother
weighton theshouldersofourpeople.Thatburdenof comingupwith moremoneyfor
thesameserviceshowsno regardfor ourhardships.It is morelike wearebeingkicked
whenwearedown. We ask,why paymorefor electricity? The serviceweget is less
reliable;wecanonly useenoughelectricityto providelight andusesomeelectricityfor
cooking. It is avery sadsightto watchawidow walk aroundNainon acold, dampfall
morningpushingawheelbarrow,trying to scroungeenoughwoodto light afire to warm
herhouse.It is especiallyhardto watchthathappenwhenyou knowthat if Hydrorates
weren’talreadyexcessivefor herbudgetshecouldsimplygo to herthermostatandturn
up herelectricheatafew degrees.

Anotherfactorweworry aboutwhenwehearabouthydroratehikesaretheassociated
taxincreaseswepayto theProvincialTreasury.Forexample,if ahouseholdin St.
John’sconsumes3500kilowatt hours,theirbill to Hydrowill be $250. An additional
$37.50flows to theProvincefor taxes. In Nain, if ahouseholdconsumes3500kilowatt
hours,theywill pay$412to Hydro andan additional$61.80to theProvince. In our
opinion,weareresidentsofthis Province,butwe feelasthoughwearebeingtreated
unfairly. We do not knowwhy weareexpectedto payhighertaxesforthesameamount
of service.



In closing,I askyou to put yourselfin theshoesof theLabradorInuit. Imaginefor a
minutethat you hadto choosebetweenpayingyourmonthlyelectricalbill andputting
foodon yourfamily’s table. Now, imaginehow you would feelwhentheutility
companyaskedyou for moremoneywithoutprovidingyou abetterservice. While you
arethinking aboutthat, thinkaboutourmessage“Enoughis Enough— No MoreRate
Hikes for Newfoundland and Labrador Hydro”.
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