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PresentedTo: Public Utility Board

Date: November26,2003

PresentedBy: Mr Gary Bolger

Purpose:PresentationAgainst Ilydro RateInc rease
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LadiesandGentlementhankyou for giving the communityof Ch2ialottetownthe
opportunitytovoiceour concernsregardingtheissueof increased~Iectricityrates.
The following are5.omekey concernsvoicedby theresidents~i.ndlusinessin our
Town.

Basicutiiitie~ for theaveragehouseholdexceeds$200.00ax ionth, this does
notincludeheat.As a resultmosthomesheatedwith wood~,irnacesare
muchhigherluring th~ wintermonths. This is especiallydi~ ~cu1tfor single
parentswho haveto rely on oneincomeandequallyasdiffic tit f~r seniors
who areliving on fixed monthlyincomes. Very oftenh~vin~ to give up their
independenceandmovein with theirrelativesduringthesec • id months.

A surveyconductedon local businessesin ourcommunilysh ~wtheaverage
commercialxr.onthiyHydrobil.l to be$1000.00making ii: vercdifficult for
thesebusinesEesto operate.An increasecouldeasilycausesiime of these
businessesto i~lose.

Charlottetownis hometo a stateof theartShrimpProcessing~acility.The
hydrocostto operatethisplantaverages$8000.00permonth. Any increase
mayposeathi eatto thecontinuationofthis plantbecauscour town cai’i not
afford to payanymorefor hydro dueto thefactthatwe h~ve itax agreement
with theshrim:~ company.Thisplantemployssome100 peoplefrom
Charlottetownandthesurroundingcommunitiesanincreaseii electricitymay
causethosepeopleto losetheirjobs.

EconomicDev~lopmentis essentialto all municipalities. Why would we
evenbotherto striveandpromoteourcommunitieswhenenewycostsarea
cleardisincentiveto locatingandremaininghere. We areprohibitedto attract
newindustryasaresultofnotenoughpowerandthehighcost ;o usewhatis
availableto us already.

At presentweareservicedby dieselgeneratedelectricitywhich is an shouldbe in
thepast. WhattheTownofCharlottetownis proposingto you asthe ~ublicUtility
Boardis to notsuppor’; an increasein electricityrates.NewfoundlandandLabrador
Hydroshouldconsideruniform ratesacrosstheprovinceor for all Lal’r~ador,
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especiallythosecommunitiesconnectedvia thenewTransLabra zrHighwaybe
connectedby agrid. It is possiblesincetheLabradorStraitsis air ~adyconnectedto
amajorpowersource. An. increaseto thealreadyhighcostwe ar~ payingfor
electricityis totally insultingand.unacceptable!how do you ~xpe.~t communities
suchasoursto suriive? Thankyou.


