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Ladiesandgentlemenof the PublicUtility Board
governmentofficials, othertownsrepresentativesandMiHA’s

Wethankyoufor this opportunityto addressyourBoardandspeakfor a
momenton the requestby NewfoundlandandLabradorHydro for rate
increase.I amBefty SampsonandI representthe communityofPortHope
Simpson,Labrador.

As youareawarecommunitiessuchasourselvesdependon dieselgenerated
powerfor electricity.We arenot connectedto agrid or anyotherpowerline
simplythe diesel.

Wearenot anexamplewhereyou getmorefor lessor buy in bulk at
discountpricebut ratherthe moreweusethe morewepay. Is thatafair
approachor is this therealityofamonopolyor theabsenceofother
options??

Do theNewfoundlandandLabradorHydro haveto get 100%+ return
immediatelyandnot look at longtermreturnfor investment??This fall my
husbandandI renovatedabuilding andthe importantitemsapartfrom the
actualstructurewerethatofhookinginto the TownWaterandSewerlines
andelectricity, two very,very important services.The costto us of
installingelectricityto thatbuilding far outweightedthe costofthetown
waterandsewerinstallation.Also overthe~~ofthatbuilding
NewfoundlandandLabradorHydro will getagreaterreturnfrom us for their
electricitythanthe TownCouncilof PortHope Simpsonwith theirwater L
andsewer.

FButbothareessentialmoderncommodities.

Theneedfor electricitywill remainaslong asthereis apopulation.Thefear
of losingacustomeris nil andthe fearofonegoingwith anotherprovideris
nil.
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It is amonopolyandwe residentsofPortHope Simpsonthroughour
petitionto youBoardmembersrequestyour supportto seethatthenecessity
commodityas electricity in theyear2003 is not beyondaffordability.

ThePortHopeSimpsonTown Councilhastakenout municipal loansto
providesafedrinkingwater,which costto the customeris 0.50perday.
Aliant providestelephoneservicein PortHope Simpsonat $21.95per
monthwhich is lessthan1.00perdaywith Speciallongdistanceratesbased
on usageex. .15perminutesall dayeverydayor 1200baseline minutesfor
$24.00permonth.I am sureif anycompanycriesaboutthe costof
investment it is Aliant astheystruggleto providetheircustomerswith
e-mail;,high speedinternet,etc.Theyhaveinvestedandtheycontinueto
investin the futureandin their customers.

The majorityof ourpopulationin PortHope Simpsonis living on afixed
income.Thereis liffle industryor economicbasein PortHopeSimpsonwith
themajorityof the workingadultswork seasonally.Thereareemployment
opportunitiesat the shrimpplantat Chariottetownandthe crabplant in
Mary’s Harbourwhich drawsometo travel to thoseseasonalemployment
facilities. We all realizethatthefisherysectoris injeopardywith over
utilization andthe futureofthosespeciesareconstantlybeingscrutinized.

Ourseniorsareliving on socialsecurityincomeavery firm andfixed
income.

And sadto say,we have individualson socialassistancewhichis a
conditionthatfor many, beyondtheircontrol.

Themajority ofourfamilies canbe referredto astheworkingpoor living on
andyesbelowthepovertyline. Thesefamilies wouldaskthattheir financial
reality wouldbea dominatingfactor in your discussionanddeliberations.
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ThepeopleofLabradorhavealways beengiversin resourcesallowing for
opportunitiesto othersto earnaliving. The fisherybroughtmany
Newfoundlandfamilies to fish off theLabradorcoastline. The construction
to theTranslabradorHighwayprovidedmorejobsto non residentsof
LabradorthanLabradorians.TheLabradorwaterharnessedinto hydro
poweris bypassingourcommunitiesandaregoing at basementbargain
pricesto the Statesareas.Thepolitical dynamicsof thosedecisionsareout
ofyour andmy handsbut therealityof theLabradorresourcescanbe
evaluatedby us all.

This pastyearwe havebeenchallengedby thequote“Our Placein
Canada” but todaymanyLabradorianswould askwhatis ourplacein the
ProvinceofNewfoundlandandLabradorwhenwe areleft with thehighest
electricpowerbills in theprovinceofNewfoundlandandLabrador

We urgeyou membersof this PublicUtility BoardHearingto be very
sensitiveto theeconomicandrealitiesof living in PortHopeSimpsonand
otherrural coastalcommunities,anincreaseofanyamountwill bea hurt
felt notonly by Moms’ andDads’ pocketbookbut it will be felt by
theschoolkids becausethereis lessermoneyfor the family andajuggling of
essentialswill causesomethingto go. And wearegameto saythat
children’sactivitiesand itemswill be thefirst on the family choppingblock.

Thefactoroftherateof dieselgenerationpoweris notonly expensiveto the
family unit but think of the industrydevelopment.If anindividual or
companywantedto constructastateof thearthotelor garageor
supermarketor whateveralongtheTranslabradorHighwayor within atown
oneof thefactorsto be thoughtaboutandto be givenalot of thoughtis that
of themethodofheatingsuchan establishment.In researchingtherealities
andcostthat businessventurewould soonhavemanysecondthoughtsand
facetherealitythat a largechunkofwould beprofit is takenin Hydroand
stoveoil remainstheheatingoption. Thecostto a local a sawmill to
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upgrade.andhaveelectricitymotorsto run that sawmill operationsis as
attachedcopiesshow.Giving ahighpercentageofwould beprofit not to the
entrepreneurbut to NewfoundlandandLabradorHydro.

Areweto be foreverslottedasgathersofwoodbecausetheoptionof
electricheatis beyondourmeansalongthis stretchof theLabrador
coastline.

Families,businessdevelopmentandsocialdevelopmentin communities
connectedto dieselgeneratedelectricareheldbackbecausethesimplefact
themoreyou usemeansthemoreyou will pay.

Think on this, membersandwe areconfidedthatyou will returnwith a
decisionofnot supportingtherequestby NewfoundandLabradorHydro
rateincrease.

I stopto think alsowhatwould bethereactionofNewfoundlandand
LabradorHydro if municipalitiesacrosstheprovincepetitionedthatthe
Utility Tax beincreasefrom 2.5 %, butperishthethoughtbecausethat extra
costto Hydro would in turnbe passedon to thecustomer.

In closing,I sayto Dennis,who is ourprovincialwatchdog,thankyou and
we commendyou in your battles...somewon, somelost.

To PublicUtilities Bardwe areglad this processis in placeand this is
good.

To NewfoundlandandLabradorHydro, yourserviceis a necessary
commoditybutpleaseneverbecomeoneoutof reachor becomethemonthly
cursewhenAir Labradorbringsin the“light bills’, in thesefinancially
difficult times,I trustthattheBoardwill agreewith meandhaveyour
requestdenied.
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